shrine. This solution of the problem of East Prussia
appeared satisfactory at the time, but for Poland it
proved later on to be a step along the direct road to
the abyss.

6. Another negative result of Zygmunt's reign
was the constantly increasing legal power of the gentry
and great nobles at the expense of the crown, the
cities, and the peasants. Here, apparent even then,
lay one of the seeds of the ultimate fall of Poland
some 200 years later. The landed gentry and nobles
acquired supreme power but developed no technique
or machinery for its constructive use and control.
They used it to secure personal benefits for themsel-
ves ; they rarely used it for the good of the state.

QUEEN BONA

Here is material for a whole book. As a woman
of unusual ability she may well be compared with her
younger contemporary Queen Elizabeth of England.
The dark and selfish side of her nature and record
tends to obscure to Poles her real contribution to
Polish life and culture. They think of her in terms of
court corruption and plots and poisons, and of her
thwarting opposition to her son, who became king
upon the death of her husband, and forget her useful
services. Without her firm and able management
Zygmunt I would certainly have had less money and
accomplished less than he did, and her wit and beauty
were no mean asset at court.

Farm and estate management under the Polish
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